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south-east, keeping the hillock range between us and Ri'ad,
which we saw no more. Our path led us over low undulating
ground, a continuation of Wadi IJaneefah, till after about four
hours' march we were before the gates of Manfoohah, a con-
siderable town, surrounded by gardens nothing inferior in ex-
tent and fertility to those of Ri'ad; but its fortifications, once
strong, have long since been dismantled and broken down by
the jealousy of the neighbouring capital. In point of climate
this town is preferable to Ri'ad, because situated on higher
ground, and above the damp mists which often gather in the
depths of the Wadi; but in a military view it is inferior to the
capital, because in a more exposed and less easily guarded
position. Passing Manfoohah without entering it, our road
dipped down again, and we found ourselves in Wadi Soley', a
long valley, originating in the desert between IJareek and
Yemamah, and running far to the north.

After winding here and there, we reached the spot assigned
by Aboo-'Eysa for our hiding-place. It was a small sandy
depth, lying some way off the beaten track, amid hillocks and
brushwood, and without water: of this latter article we had
taken enough in the goat-skins to last us for three days. Here
we halted, and made up our minds to patience and expectation.

Two days passed drearily enough. We could not but long
for our guide's arrival, nor be wholly without fear on more than
one score, Once or twice a stray peasant stumbled on us, and
was much surprised at our encampment in so droughty a
locality. Sometimes leaving our dromedaries crouching down,
and concealed among the shrubs, we wandered up the valley,
climbed the high chalky cliffs of Toweylj:, to gain a distant
glimpse of the blue sierra of IJareek in the far south, and the
white ranges of Toweyk north and east. Or we dodged the
numerous nor over-shy herds of gazelles, not for any desire of
catching them, but simply to pass the time, and distract the
mind weary of conjecture. So the hours went by, till the third
day brought closer expectation and anxiety, still increasing
while the sun declined, and at last went down; yet nobody
appeared. But just as darkness dosed in, and we were sitting
in a dispirited group beside our little fire, for the night air blew
chill, Aboo-Eysa came suddenly up, and all was changed for
question and answer, for cheerfulness and laughter.